On May 1 of this year, I became the Acting Editor of Public Health Reports (PHR). I am honored to have the opportunity to serve this venerable publication of the U.S. Public Health Service. I began my public health career in 1983 as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Since then, I have worked in state health departments, on Capitol Hill, in private industry, and back at CDC. For four years, I served as Editor of CDC's Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, a publication that shares its origin with PHR. 1 Recently, I had the opportunity to attend a two-day editors' course and the annual conference of the Council of Science Editors. By the end of the conference, I had heard presentations on all the top issues in medical publishing: electronic publishing, open-access journals, new publishing models, bibliometrics (i.e., quantitative analysis of publishing), and the burgeoning uses of social media, to name a few. The take-home message was clear: revolutionary change in medical publishing will continue. All medical journals must continue to adapt to meet the changing times.
I can already appreciate the dedicated work of my predecessors-most recently the able hand of Dr. Mary Beth Bigley-and the deep affection for the journal held by its readers and staff members. As I see it, my job as Acting Editor is to maintain and improve the quality of PHR and its vital communication role in public health. I am fortunate to have help from PHR's fine team of editors and production staff members; its longstanding publisher, the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH); and leadership from the Office of the Surgeon General.
The articles in this issue of PHR touch on some of the leading public health issues of our time and illus-trate the continuing vitality of the journal. In his Surgeon General's Perspectives column for this issue, Dr. Boris Lushniak addresses the role of hospitals in promoting breastfeeding, as 2014 marks the 30th anniversary of the Surgeon General's Workshop on Breastfeeding and Human Lactation. Elsewhere in the issue, articles cover similarly salient topics, including testing for hepatitis C, influenza vaccination coverage among women who have recently delivered infants and among children, imminent homelessness among veterans, surveillance for drug overdoses, and promotion of HIV testing.
Our standing column from ASPPH discusses the timely topic of educating physicians in public health, and our standing Law and the Public's Health column (of special interest to me as a lawyer) reviews how First Amendment free speech issues affect the regulation of raw milk advertising. Our column from the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) summarizes several new NCHS reports of interest. Additionally, accompanying this issue is an important online-only supplement published in advance of this issue from the National Vaccine Advisory Committee that highlights global efforts by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) on immunization and details ways that HHS can strengthen its role in eradicating vaccine-preventable diseases worldwide.
If you have comments or suggestions about PHR, I welcome your feedback. Please write to me at frederic .shaw@cdc.hhs.gov. Frederic E. Shaw, MD, JD
